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there came an order for his removal, he was in sturdy
health.
But what anticipated this demand, in the mother's name,
for the boy's return?
Several times the mother, who, up to this time, had lived
with four different men, had visited her son at Leopold
House and, more than once, she arrived the worse for drink.
But on one occasion she appeared at the Lodge Gate so
badly intoxicated that the porter refused her admission; and,
being an Irishwoman of violent temper, she stormed and
raged. On another occasion, when the boy was allowed to
visit her, she got drunk; and Barnardo complained. Again,
in September, 1889, the lad had measles; so the mother,
calling when he was in the Isolation Ward, was not per-
mitted to see him; though she was told he was getting on
nicely, and that in a few days he would be boarded-out
in the country—a proposal to which she agreed.
Such were the relations between Barnardo and the mother
when, without warning, on December 22nd, 1889, there
came a letter, from the firm of solicitors engaged in all the
previous actions, demanding, on the mother's behalf, that
this Protestant boy—then eleven years of age—be given up
to them. What, then, had happened? The facts are simple.
On several occasions, when intoxicated, the mother had
sworn vengeance on Barnardo for ever refusing her per-
mission to see her son; and once, in quarrelsome mood,
she called on her niece—a Roman Catholic—to whom she
poured out her spleen. Immediately, the niece insisted on
taking her to a priest, and together they persuaded her to
transfer the boy to a Catholic Home: it apparently having
been told her that some money would be placed in the
bank to the boy's credit every week, which she could draw
when he left the Catholic Home.
On receipt of the Solicitors' letter, Barnardo was
thoroughly annoyed. Already his relations with these
lawyers were strained: "For two or three years persistent

